COUNTER

W S50 e
m STIFTUNG PROJECT
CEP — KAS - Monitoring Sahel
By Pieter Van Ostaeyen
Report X — (February 2, 2023 — February 9, 2023)
February 2:
e an-Naba’ 376
(352 dikaias (YLi3) Bty 3 5,10 - " oyits
eyl el SISLEA ol .Ju.l;" Jo |- cul.n!g d.l.ﬂ.D
b o e = ulis adl poaig aigall il
gl Solhe odal layss audy pol uypf auldgs Gloam
e e 1y jal it aulgs Glos
pll) 5l 3 Sl el Jlad (g) ke LRI S e oasmy 3B ) 0 el ki
il (s5) dhkia (s Lras 34 gl 1is cranill Jhuall e
ilas Llayl ool sl Jls dll Gagh JusliEl 3y oa3as el gus] el
ouadll pgs § LA sgia pals LOledl IR Cuadl pgl Suuna
0 Jyolall ol ol e (pnsf ) op inie ohars o
Translation:
10 murtad Nigerian soldiers killed and wounded, one of their vehicles destroyed in three
attacks by ISWAP

At least ten Nigerian soldiers were killed or wounded this week, one of their vehicles was
destroyed. One of their army camps was shelled with mortars in three different attacks in the
area of (Borno) in North-Eastern Nigeria. By the grace of God Almighty, on Thursday (Rajab
4) soldiers of the Caliphate attacked a roadblock of the murtad Nigerian army in the village
of (Ngala) in the area of (Borno) and engaged them with a variety of weapons. One was
killed, two wounded, the rest fled, praise be God. In turn, on that same day they mortar-
bombed supporting forces, an army camp of the murtad Nigerian armed forces, in the village
of (Malam Fotori) in the area of (Borno). The damage was significant.
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Translation:
.

At least ten Nigerian soldiers were killed or wounded this week, one of their vehicles was
destroyed. One of their army camps was shelled with mortars in three different attacks in the
area of (Borno) in North-Eastern Nigeria

One killed in an attack on an army roadblock

By the grace of God Almighty, on Thursday (1 Rajab) the soldiers of the Caliphate attacked
an army roadblock in the village of (Ngala) in the area of (Borno). The attack was conducted
with a variety of weapons, one of them was killed, two others wounded, the rest of them fled,
praise be God.

Attack on an army camp with mortars

On the same day they conducted a mortar attack on supporting detachments in a camp of the
murtad Nigerian army in the village of (Malam Fotori) in the area of (Borno), leading to
significant damage. Praise be God.

Nine Nigerian soldiers killed and wounded

In a related context; on Friday (Rajab 5) the soldiers of the Caliphate detonated an explosive
device, targeting a patrol of the murtad Nigerian army during a sweeping operation near the
village of (Sabon Gari), in the area of (Borno). The patrol was destroyed, killing and
wounding around nine, praise and thanks to God.

The Mujahideen usually target the patrol on foot while carrying out operations combing the
roads linking the villages and towns where the Mujahidin are active.

Last week

Last week the soldiers of the Caliphate killed and wounded a number of murtad Nigerian
soldiers, destroyed one of their vehicles and managed to foil an aerial attack by the army of
Niger in a border town, killing and wounding some of them.
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e RFI - Le Bénin expulse un ressortissant belge condamné par le passé pour avoir
recruté des jihadistes
(source: https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20230204-le-b%C3%A 9nin-expulse-un-
ressortissant-belge-condamn%C3%A9-par-le-pass % C3%A9-recruter-des-jihadistes)

(brief note: This news concerns the Belgian citizen Jean-Louis Denis “Le Soumis”,
who was sentenced to five years in prison for recruitment of Belgian FTF’s involved in
the war in Syria and Iraq. Denis was named as the likely successor of Fouad
Belkacem, former leader of Sharia4Belgium and was one of the top recruiters in
Belgium. Denis engaged himself in a project he called “Resto du Tawheed” near one
of the main railway stations in Brussels. He and his wife distributed free meals among
the needy. At the same time however he was building a network of recruits. After he
served his time his first statement to the press was that he was more radical than ever.
Early January there was speculation Denis would reengage in Molenbeeck, Brussels;
instead he opted for Benin. On his own account he was engaging there in agricultural
projects funded by donations. He has since returned to Belgium and is actively
engaged via social media. Question is how this case might evolve.)

e az-Zallaga media statements and pictures
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Translation: Attack on a Malian gendarmerie outpost in the city of (Singaji)

The barbaric operations carried out by the Malian army against the Mujahidin still have their
consequences (...) On Wednesday, January 2, 2023, Rajab 10, 1444, a patrol of JNIM
engaged in an attack in the area of (Sikaso) on a checkpoint of the gendarmerie in the city
(Singaji). One Malian soldier was killed, one car and 7 motorcycles were burned. The



Mujahidin captured 3 Kalashnikov rifles, 17 magazines, a lot of ammunition, 3 motorcycles
and other material.
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Translation: Clashes with the Malian army in the provinces of (Sico) and (Kolikoro)
By the grace of God Almighty, JNIM's operations continue:

On Saturday January 18 [sic] 2023, 26 Jumada al-Akhira 1444 a vehicle of the Malian army
was destroyed on the road between (Nono) and (Sirbala).

On Wednesday January 24 [sic] 2023, 4 Rajab 1444 the Mujahidin of JNIM set an ambush
for the Malian army on the road between the villages of (Medina) and (Kalaforo) in the

province (Kolikoro). The cowardish Tawaghit did not stand up against the Mujahidin but
instead fled from the battlefield. (...)

On Thursday January 24 [sic] 2023, 4 Rajab 1444 the Mujahidin set an ambush for the
Malian army on the road between the villages of (Farabogo) and (Sokolo). One of them was
killed, the rest fled. The Mujahidin captured two PK machine guns, one Kalashnikov and
boxes of ammunition.

On Friday January 28 [sic] 2023, 6 Rajab 1444 a vehicle of the Malian army hit a landmine
on the road between (Nogo) and (Buwanda) in (Sico) province. The car was completely
destroyed (...)

On Monday January 30 2023, 8 Rajab 1444 a car of the Malian army was targeted on the
road between (Dogofiri) and (Nemgal). 4 soldiers were killed.
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e az-Zallaga media statements and pictures
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Translation: A#tack on the checkpoint of (Mamasi) in (Sikaso) province

On Friday February 4 2023 [sic], 13 Rajab 1444 God almighty granted the Mujahidin of
JNIM the chance to attack a gendarmerie checkpoint in (Mamasi) in (Sikaso) province. They
withdrew, leaving 3 Kalashnikovs, ammunition and a motorcycle as loot for the Mujahidin.
The Mujahidin returned to their base safe and sound.
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Translation: An attack on the checkpoint of (Narina) close to the border with Guinea

By the grace of God Almighty, on 12 Rajab 1444, February 3 2023 Mujahidin of JNIM
conducted a covert operation on a Malian gendarmerie checkpoint in the village of
(Narina)in the western province of (Kolikoro). A soldier among them was killed, the rest of
them fled. The Mujahidin captured 6 light rifles, 1 PK and a stash of ammunition, praise be
God. (...)

France24 : Mali junta expels UN mission's human rights chief over 'destabilising’
actions

(source: hitps://www.france24.com/en/africa/20230205-mali-junta-expels-un-mission-s-
human-rights-chief-over-destablising-actions?ref=tw)
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e Al-Jazeera: Burkina Faso gunmen Kkill 15 Nigerian pilgrims bound for Senegal
(source: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/2/7/burkina-faso-assailants-kill-at-
least-15-nigerian-pilgrims-travelling-to-senegal)

e Statement by the Malian Army

MMSTERE DE LA DEFENSE e REFUBLIOUE DU MAL LEtat-Major Général des Armées invite les populations & se départic des gn
N 7 groupes

LA ANRATIANTE 'bm LB Ml S ol terroristes et & dénoncer incessamment toutes complicités.
ETATMAJOR GENERAL DES ARNEES - 7
DIRECTION DE L'NFORMATION b Bamako, le 07 février 2023
s D8 RELATIONS PueLIES LE DIRECTEUR OF LINFORMATION £T DES

A RELA

COMMUNIQUE N°003 DE L'ETAT-MAJOR GENERAL DES ARMEES

L'Etat-Major Général des Armées informe I'opinion que dans fa nuit du 06 au 07 février
2023 les Foroes Amnées Maliennes ont mené une opération spéciale contre un Groupe B "
Amé Terrorisle (GAT) dans le sectaur de Korientzé, région de Mopt. =

Cette opération est le résultat d'une série de collectes et d'analyses dinformations sur la
chaine de commandement des groupes terroristes achifs dans le secteur. Le
professionnalisme des FAMa dans cette longue période de précision des
renseignements, de méme que la rapidité et la surprise de action ont permis de réduire
les dommages collatéraux & zéro,

Le bilan provisoire de cette opération fait
* Coté Terroristes :
~ 30 terroristes neutralisés ;
- Des matériels récupérés dont 33 AK-47, 02 LRAC (Lance-Roguette
Antichar), 97 chargeurs d'AK-47, 12 talkies-walkies avec chargeurs,
01 grenade offensive, de grandes ités de et d'autres
objets divers.
* Coté FAMa :
Aucune perte en vie humaine ni de blessés
Par ailleurs, une action de foulle & NGorodia, dans le méme secteur de Korientzé a fait :
- Quatre (04) terroristes neutralisés ;
- Quatre (04) AK-47, un (01) talkie-walkie, quatre (04) portes chargeurs et des
objets divers récupérés.
L'Etal-Major Général des Armées informe que le ratissage conre les Groupes Armés
et lews comp sur du territore national et que le
combat contre ces groupes se poursuivront pour garantir la sécurité, & protection et la
stabiité

February 8:

e MilitantWire: JNIM Emir Exploits Anti-Islamic State Sentiments in Northern
Mali
(source: https://www.militantwire.com/p/jnim-emir-exploits-anti-islamic-state)

e AFP - Two Police Officers, Gendarme Killed in Western Mali Attack: Sources
(source: https://www.thedefensepost.com/2023/02/08/police-officers-gendarme-killed-

western-mali/)

e Az-Zallaga Media (JNIM)




Livwle ddhis b @llall cljall Cililgs @le Cilaam

[ Oaaluallg @il Spa dclas | a8} duwda | Oluwjall yia

;204 Lol odg (og arang all @leg alll Jouwy @le plullg Biliallg 03ag allaaall

oaliel llei alll juus (02023 yiljs 7 (golgall (01444 1a )15 uxu”}‘ll Agt G\S -

@ @llall éljall dylgs @le pgam Guits Gralutallg @Ml Spai dcloa o Gaamlaall
Oyl Oaial)s ggamlaall picg Cuclghll 3ag «g)gSilgS didgy AgSlyw d s

allg amaclgd | Geailé Grallu ggamlaall ga)g .spal deialg Cililjag mgn.imns1
VN

@llall Jitall dilgs Plaid] @i (02023 yiljed 7 g.nlq.aJl 01444 1215 u.u..:’!l Agd G\ -

(2) pliic] aig @llall diveall O (2) Jisa (e j.ﬂ_l.l.ll Lo «g)gStlgS didqgs |jLI disrg (o
OLaile Quallw guamlaall gayg HgSidis

42023 31318 8 | 01444 (1316

Translation: Attacks on Malian gendarmerie checkpoints in the area of (Mecina)

On Monday Rajab 15 1444, February 7 2023 [sic], God Almighty granted the Mujahidin of
JNIM the chance to attack a checkpoint of the Malian gendarmerie in (Sirakola) in (Kolikoro)
province. The Tawaghit fled, the Mujahidin captured two motor cycles, Kalashnikovs,
magazines and other material. The Mujahidin safely returned to their base. Praise be God

On Monday Rajab 15 1444, February 7 2023 [sic], the checkpoint in (Nara) in the province
of (Kolikoro) was captured. 2 Malian soldiers were killed, 2 Kalashnikovs captured. The
Mujahidin returned safe and sound.
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e Statement by ISWAP
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Translation: ISWAP, by the grace of God Almighty, yesterday, soldiers of the Caliphate
attacked a camp of the murtad Nigerian army in the village of (Sabon Ghari) in the area of
(Borno) with three mortar shells. Significant damage was caused, praise be God.



